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Active online as a media artist, blogger, activist and programmer, Aaajiao is the virtual persona of Shanghai- 
based artist Xu Wenkai, whose o!ine practices include a celebrated entrepreneur of co-working projects 
Xindanwei—that tested a new way of living and working nomad in cosmopolitan Shanghai—and an inspiring 
teacher of New Media art. 

Born in 1984 in one of China’s oldest cities Xi’an, Aaajiao’s art and works are marked by a strong dystopian 
awareness—his year of birth being the synonym of Orwell’s classic allegory novel—and literati spirits and 
sophistication. Many of Aaajiao’s works speak to new thinking, controversies and phenomenon around 
Internet, with speci"c projects focusing on the processing of Data, the blogsphere and China’s Great Fire Wall. 
Aaajiao’s recent projects extend his practice to various disciplines (architecture, electronic music, performance, 
product design, medicine, among many others) to take the pulse of a young generation consuming cyber 
technology and living in social media.

Aaajiao’s work has been featured in numerous exhibitions around the world, for instance, !ingworld, 
International Triennial of New Media Art, #e National Art Museum of China, Beijing (2014); Pandamounium, 
Media Art from Shanghai, Momentum, Berlin (2014); #e West Bund Architecture and Contemporary Art 
Biennale, Shanghai (2013); One World Exposition - Chinese Art in the Age of the New Media, Videotage, Hong 
Kong (2011); Transmediale, Berlin (2010), etc. He received the Jury Prize from Art Sanya Awards 2014 and 
was nominated for the "rst edition of OCAT - Pierre Huber Art Prize in 2014.

BIOGRAPHY

1984         Born in Xi’an

Live and works in Shanghai

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

2016       Aaajiao: Remnants of an Electronic Past, OCAT Contemporary Art Terminal Xi’an, Xian
        Aaajiao, Centre for Chinese Contemporary Art, Manchester

2015              Alias: aaajiao, Leo Xu Projects, Shanghai
     
2014             !e Screen Generation@9m2  Museum, 9m2 Museum (Goethe Open Space), Shanghai

2013             !e Screen Generation, chi K11 art space, Shanghai
      !e Screen Generation – Prequel, C-Space, Beijing

2011              Placebo, Other Gallery, Shanghai
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2010      Cybernetics, V Arts Centre, Shanghai

GROUP EXHIBITIONS

20156 Take Me (I’m Yours), curated by Hans Ulrich Obrist, Jens Ho!mann and Kelly Taxter, Jewish 
Museum, New York

 Hack Space, curated by Hans Ulrich Obrist and Amira Gad, K11 Art Foundation Pop-up 
Space, Hong Kong

2015 Globale: Global Control and Censorship, ZKM | Center for Art and Media, Karlsruhe
!e 2nd “CAFAM Future” Exhibition: Observer-Creator · !e Reality Representation of Chinese 
Young Art, Central Acadmy of Fine Arts Art Museum, Beijing

2014 !e Truth About Entropy: OCAT - Pierre Huber Art Prize Shortlist Exhibition, OCAT 
Contemporary Art Terminal Shanghai, Shanghai
Ministry of Truth II - !e Factitious and its Realm, Boers-Li Gallery, Beijing
Cosmos - Limited and Limitless, Existence and Co-existence, 21st Century Minsheng Art 
Museum, Shanghai
"e 12th National Artworks Exhibition, Today Art Museum, Beijing
Metamorphosis of the Virtual 5+5, chi K11 art museum, Shanghai
Silence: the 1990s, Galerie Balice Hertling, Paris
!ingWorld, International Triennial of New Media Art Beijing, "e National Art 
Museum of China, Beijing
Pandamounium, Media Art from Shanghai, Momentum, Berlin
Transience, Intractable Objects, Taikang Space, Shanghai

2013      "e West Bund Architecture and Contemporary Art Biennale, Shanghai 
Reading, Leo Xu Projects, Shanghai
Lost In !e Labyrinth, Harvestworks, New York
Truth, Beauty, Freedom and Money - Art A"er Social Media Era Shanghai, K11 art 
Space, Shanghai
Shanghai Surprise - A Group Show on Contemporary ArtiIn Shanghai, chi K11 art space, 
Shanghai

2012 Art Dialogue City - 2nd Edition N-Minutes Video Art Festival, Shanghai 
Solar Plexus, Space Station Sixty Five, London
Whatever You Want - New Media Art Show, Beijing
Solar Plexus, V Arts Centre, Shanghai
Overlook, Magda Danysz Gallery, Shanghai

2011      One World Exposition - Chinese Art in the Age of the New Media, Videotage, Hong Kong
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Augmented Senses - A China-France Media Art Exhibition, !e Oct Art&Design Gallery, 
Shenzhen
TransLife: Media Art China 2011 - International Triennial of New Media Art,
!e National Art Museum of China, Beijing
Augmented Senses - A China-France Media Art Exhibition, !e Oct Suhe Creek Gallery, 
Shanghai
Be With Me, Liste 16, Basel
+Follow, Museum of Contemporary Art, Shanghai
From Interaction to Micro-Sociology: !e Dual !read of Media Intervention 
into Art in !e Netherlands and China, Art ISSUE Projects, Beijing
Words and Dreams,18 Gallery, Shanghai

 
2010      Resonance,18 Gallery, Shanghai

Creators Project, 798, Beijing
A World Which is Being Built!,V Arts Centre, Shanghai
Transmediale Berlin 

2009      Sweet Future, 436 Jumen Road, Shanghai 
Fantastic Illusions - Media Art Exhibition of Chinese and Belgian Artists 
Belgium, Shanghai 
New Media Archaeology, DDM, Shanghai
Art Beijing 2009 !ematic Exhibition- Art Unforbidden, Art Beijing, Beijing

2008      Shi" Festival, Switzerland 
eArts Festival, Shanghai 
Virtual City (New Power – China Contemporary Art Biennale 2008) 
Synthetic Times Public Education Project, Beijing
Mini Summit on New Media Arts Policy & Practice, Singapore
SEWN Segment Space, Shanghai

2007      Microwave Internationl Media Art Festival, Hongkong 
Long March, Beijing
eArts Festival, Shanghai
SEWN Segment Space, Beijing
Lange Nacht, Beijing
Get it Louder, Beijing 
Zhangjiang science, technology and culture festival, Shanghai
THE MOBILE LAB Borderline Festival, Beijing
CIGE multi media arts international lab forum, Beijing
Sustainable Imagination, Arario Gallery, Beijing
Deaf07 Netherlands 
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AWARDS AND PRIZES

2014    Jury Prize, Art Sanya Awards 
  Nominated for the !rst edition of OCAT - Pierre Huber Art Prize. 
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SELECTED WORKS
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AAAJIAO  
BlogArchaeological 
2010
Vitrine, electronic balances, SD memory cards with 
archives of screenshot and html !les from RobotWisdom.com (1999 - 2010)
240 x 150 x 40 cm

In the vitrine are an array of digital weighing scales, each of which measures the weight of a memory card on top of 
it. Each memory card is stored with one year content (jpg and html !les) the artist ripped o" from 
RobotWisdom.com. #e website was founded by Jorn Barger, who coined the term Blog or Weblog and has been 
regarded as the guru of social media in early days. On his website, Jorn has been executing comparative studies on 
James Joyce and social media writing.
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AAAJIAO  
BlogArchaeological 
2010
Detail
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AAAJIAO 
Gfwlist 
2010
Corian, thermal printer module, thermal paper
76 x 30 x 280 cm

A black monument reminiscent of Stanley Kubrick’s monolith stone in “2001: A SPACE ODYSSEY”. In 
the middle of it is a tiny printer that spits out roll of papers carrying the decoded domain names. Those 
domains belong to a list of websites that have been blocked by China’s Great Firewall.
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AAAJIAO 
Gfwlist 
2010
Detail
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Installation view, ZKM, 2016
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Installation view, ZKM, 2016
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Installation view, ZKM, 2016
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AAAJIAO
The Screen Generation
2013-14
Site-specific installation, algorithmic video, metal structure
Dimension variable
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AAAJIAO
Body Shadow, Generated 
2015 
Algorithmic video, LCD screen, metal framing
74 x 43.5 x 13.5 cm 
Video 4 min 59 sec in loop

Online viewing: https://vimeo.com/127318924 

Aaajiao creates algorithm to scan human body and track a new set of meridian systems. Combining 
these algorithms with art of tattoo, he transplants this internal micro-universe into the gallery space. 
This attempt to represent the energy sources, by outlining these ever-changing and active channels, also 
portrays unanticipated aspects of the personality of individuals.
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AAAJIAO
Body Shadow, Generated 
2015 
Algorithmic video, LCD screen, metal framing
LCD installation: 74 x 43.5 x 13.5 cm 
Video: 4 min 59 sec in loop 
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Video: 4 min 59 sec in loop 
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Installation view from le$ to right: Body Shadow, Generated, 2015; Observed, 2015 
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Installation view from le$ to right: Body Shadow, Generated, 2015; Observed, 2015 
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AAAJIAO
Observed 
2015 
Inkjet print, acrylic case 
150 x 150 cm 
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AAAJIAO
Observed 
2015 
Installation view
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AAAJIAO
Body Shadow, Video 
2015 
LCD screen, acrylic components 
Installation: 22 x 37 x 4.5 cm 
Video: 8 min 27 sec in loop 

Online viewing: https://vimeo.com/115898424 
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AAAJIAO
Obj.4 
2014
LCD screen, wood frame 
Installation: 16.5 x 24.5 x 6.5 cm 
Video 8 min in loop 

Online viewing: https://vimeo.com/100561169

An algorithmic video that studies the creation and development of a crystal on a dimension of time. Framed as a 
small drawing, the video is produced with pen and ink execution generated by computer program.
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AAAJIAO
Obj 1
2014
LCD screen, wood !ttings
Size variable 
Video 8 min in loop 

Online viewing: https://vimeo.com/100561170 
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AAAJIAO
Meta
2013
LCD screen, wood frame, electronic components,
Installation: 42.5 x 28 x 4.5 cm
Video: 12 min 23 sec in loop

#e miniature video installation is composed of old school circuit boards, USD drive, screen and vintage frame to 
mimic the 1970s beauty that would represent the look of future. #e screen shows a video generated by artist-made 
algorithm that visualizes the process of datas but in a form of a interstellar journey. 
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AAAJIAO
Meta
2013
Video still
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AAAJIAO
Karesansui
2014
Sponges, metal insert
Dimension variable

Karesansui is a site-speci!c sculpture that borrows its title from Japanese Dry Landscape also known as the Rock 
Garden. 

Created by artist-invented algorithm and made of sponges that look as !rm as rock, “Karesansui” presents an 
unsettling dystopian scenery of numerous pitch-black mutant limbs that grow out of the gallery’s %oors, walls, and 
stairway, sprawling all over and competing with each other.
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Installation view

LANE 49, BUILDING 3, FUXING XI ROAD, XUHUI DISTRICT, SHANGHAI 200031, CHINA   �����
������49	3�, �: 200031
T: +86-21-34611245    F: +86-21-34612450   E: INFO@LEOXUPROJECTS.COM    WWW.LEOXUPROJECTS.COM



SELECTED PRESS
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N um éro, A Mixture of the Tangible and the Intangible, text/Bingxia Yu, February, 2015 
                                          
 
 

 
 



 

 

 
 

 






