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LEO XU PROJECTS

Collectors Show Their Chinese Prizes

By BARBARA POLLACK

When the prodigious Miami
collectors Don and Mera Rubell
first visited China, in 2001, they
found the artists they met fasci-
nating, but they were frankly un-
impressed by the art itself. “It
was our most intense trip with
the least amount of art” Mr.
Rubell said. “Many of the artists
seemed to be making work for
export.”

Seven years later, the pair re-
turned to a new landscape: a vi-

brant art world filled with men
and women making work that
was relevant to social issues in
China today and mostly free of
the clichés that had character-
ized contemporary Chinese art in
the past. What they saw inspired
the Rubells to spend the next five
years seeking out artists and gal-
lerists in Beijing, Shanghai and
far-flung Chinese cities. And dur-
ing this year’s Art Basel Miami
Beach, the Rubells, who are best
known for supporting the works

of young American artists, un-
veiled “28 Chinese,” a new exhibi-
tion at their museum in Miami
that displays for the first time
their acquisitions from six trips
to China; it runs through Aug. 1.
Ms. Rubell, 70, equates finding
artists like He Xiangyu, who
paints with boiled-down Coca-
Cola, 'and Chen Wei, who pho-
tographs surrealistic scenes in
his studio, to first encountering
the Aaron Curry and Thomas
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