ARTINFO, REVIEW: Shanghai’s West Bund 2013 Biennale, Oct 2013
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REVIEW: Shanghai's West Bund 2013 Biennale
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The West Bund 2013 Biennial of. i C Art opened on Saturday
20 October. Housed in the rapurposed Shanghai Cement Plant and several large ofl tanks nearby,

ks numerons and large enough to 6l the outsized structures MOST POPULAR

Cutatar in chief Yung Ho Chang has brought together a very wide survey of Chinese sound and
video art, performance, and architecture,

it's a huge endeavar, with w
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The event has been organized by the Shanghat
Xuhui distriet government, with support from
Tong)t University, and the China Academy of
Ar,

Asiis s0 often the case with major art initiatives in
Sha

i, real estate development seerms to be 3
driving factor behind the biennale, with the
aspirationa] “Buind” of the title stretching the
usefulness of the term way beyond breaking point.
(The West Bund Biennale takes place southwest of
the cranes and elimbing walls of Xuhui Riverside
Park, at least a half hour taxi ride from Shanghai's
historie Bund). The Shanghai West Bund Development Group Co. Ltd is another of the
event's co-organizsrs.

The indoor sxhibition, mostly contained in » “homogenizing silo" the size o a circus big top, is cunateawass are
callod “Reflocta”. A shaft of what at first seems to be sunkight shines in fram 50 powerful bulbe at c i
the strueture’s apex, falling on a massive crane and conveyor belt, around which art works and b 4 WHAT
architecture models are exhibited. wr WLl

;R You
The sun lamp s one of the aspects of “Cloud Theatre-S Odysser’, a CURATE?
six-part pecformance ineluding ballet, spoken word, and animations that zan from October 19-21 R
While the programming was hit azd miss, lighting director Xiao Lihe brought the cavernous 3 ) ENTER

throughont the exhibition ¢

Videos include engaging works by Cheng Ran, Lu Yang, and Vi Lian's surreal “The Waking of
Insects”, s thres sereen video installation that spends considerable time following the bollocks of an
amibling pig; though its hard to enoy the videos in the space, whers they re crammed in among 50
many other works.

‘The archite a 8 collsction d models of too many
‘projects from around Ch
‘outdour exhibition of pre-fabricated and in-situ experimental architecture featuring works by

arranged in a ring around the silo. More interesting is the “Fabriea”

architects including Zhang Yonghe, Atelier Deshaus, and Schmidt Hammer Lassen Architects.

Ths strongest facet of the biennale is its presentation of sound art. Five large oil tanks with

phenomenal scousties house a wide variety of sound art experiments, the best of which i

composition by Samson Young, entitied *Chamber Music — Homage to Mortan Feldman and
John Cage's Radio Happenings' ", The work features a fountain splashing in a paddling pool,
synthetic sounds, a fan blowing a page of paper, and several silent objeets

The inangursl West Bund biennsle is too large, with works collacted rather than curated — much
mare editing and explanation would make for a much more powerful shov — but there are st

some exciting discavesies 10 be made.

West Bund 201

Biennial of Architecture and Conternparary Art takes place at 2350 Langten
Dadao fram 1eam-5pm, Tuesday-Sunday, through Decernber 19. {Last eniry 4.30pm).

Click images from West Bund 2013: ial of Architecture and
Contemporary Art.
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