LEO XU PROJECTS

K11 ARTOID, A4n Intimate Glimpse, Issue 6, 2015, P2-3

" AN INTIMATE S{FER

GLIMPSE

K11 Art Foundation partners with
Palais de Tokyo in a joint exhibition

exploring Chinese art.
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11 Art Foundation (KAF) and Paris’ Palais de Tokyo opened their
first endeavour in October to an international audience of art
enthusiasts, collectors, curators and artists. The Sino-French
| group exhibition Inside China - UlIntérieur du Géant opens
from 20 October 2014 to 11 January 2015, is curated by Palais de
| Tokyo's Jo-ey Tang in consultation with K11 Art Foundation appointed curator Wang
Chunchen. Inside China connects the current Chinese art landscape, and is part
of the new season Inside. Inside China will continue to mainland China and

[ Hong Kong soon.

Thanks to the collaboration, Tang travelled around ten cities, from Hong Kong to

Viuhan, Shanghai to Beijing, and other places in Greater China throughout 2014 for the

exhibition, with the idea of discovering contemporary artists who have not been widely

seen in the international context. He encountered a number of artists working with and

ding to P tion and in their use of materials, as well as

to the rapid developments in the urban flux of their surroundings. The five selected

| artists all present vastly different works, in various mediums and contexts, yet are able
to present a micro and macro view of what it is like to be inside China. Beijing artists Li
Gang and Zhao Yao may inhabit the same city, but their pieces reflect different views: Li

| focuses on the symbolism of certain found urban materials - soot from exhaust pipes of

cars, a source of terrible pollution - and transforms them into contemporary works via

traditional methods. In contrast, Zhao is more interested in the accumulation of internet

images of conflicts and collectivity, as well as his large-scale, totemic sculptures.

Shanghai's Yu Ji, in her Public Space series, creates maquette-like structures with
imperfectly formed white plaster cubes, referencing the early Communist-era public
toilets, while Hong Kong's Edwin Lo produced a sound installation based on oil tanker,
that affects the reception of other works in the exhibition space. Finally, Wuhan's Wu
Hao’s works is a continuous project spanning several regions in China, courtesy of the
artist’s residency within the K11 art village. His glass vessels document the humidity and
temperature of each city through layers of evaporated acrylic paint.

Another vital element in this curated exhibition is the Chinese artists’ response to French

art, not just in context but also in the museum space itself as they cross and intertwine with
each other. The Chinese artists’ works are shown alongside those of French artists”: from

the visionary Nadar, the pseudonym of French 19™ century photographer and caricaturist
Gaspard-Félix Tournachon, to installation artist Renaud Jerez, to Aude Pariset, who splices the
digital and the handmade in her works.

The partnership will continue with more exhibitions, talks, and projects in the following
three years, aiming to both mirror the current-standing alliances between France and
China as well as to develop and strengthen future ties.
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1937 - The monument was inaugurated by the French
govemment at the time of the International Exhibition of
Arts and Technology. The name Palais de Tokyo derives
from formerly street name Avenue de Tokio.

de Tokyo

2002 - The Site de Création Contemporaine (soon
known as just Palais de Tokyo) officially opens, taking up
the redesigned west wing of the Palais de Tokyo bullding
The east wing houses the Museum of Modem Art of the
City of Paris.

2011 - influential contemporary art figure and
independent curator, Jean de Loisy, is appointed as

the president of Palais de Tokyo. Me was formerly
curator at Centre Georges Pompidou, the curator at the
Fondation Cartier and also deputy director at the Musée
de Nimes.

2012 - palais de Tokyo becomes one of the largest
spaces dedicated to contemporary art in Europe,
’ Iincreasing from 8,000sq m to 22,000sq m.

January 2014 - injanuary. Palais de Tokyo and K11
At three-year . with the
endeavour to foster cross-cultural platforms and shows.
with French and Chinese artists.
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