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Among the Hong Kong glitterati,
competition is fierce 1o be something
more than just a celebrity. It's a small
town: everyone of note gets tailed by
the paparazzi, everyone is in the papers,
everyone sells out arenas, everyone has
been a star. But sometimes, maybe once a
generation, a star really captures the imag-
ination and becomes a symbol, a symp-
tom, of something more. It has to happen
at a certain time, both in the career cycle
of the entertainer as she moves from
starlet to it girl to something greater, and
in the life cycle of the city, which craves
a reinvention of the Lion Rock spirit
every now and again. For a long time, it
was Anita Mui, that indomitable singer
whose passing, in close proximity to that
of Leslie Cheung, in 2003, shook the
cultural life of the region to its core. Mui
and Cheung were style icons, stars of the
screen and stage, and so much more. The
torch was later passed to Maggic Cheung,
whose persona strikes harder than any
one of her Wong Kar-wai roles. In the last
few years there has been a new, unlikely
contender for the gilded tiara: Carina Lau,
the gracefully aging muse of Wong Kar-
wai and Hark Tsui who has always been
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