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Luxury Properties, An Extremely Optimistic Formalist, text/CHEN Yuanjie, P82-85, May/June2013
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Chengdu native Guo Hongwei has gained international acclaim for his
unconventional treatment of media and prizing of form over content. The forever
optimist talks to LPabout challenges, uncertainty and remaining true to his work.
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f you happen to notice what others fail to see, your perception is
sharpened and your view of the world becomes remarkably different,”
says Guo.

Guo's art is highly personal, often referencing his childhood
photographs. His monochromatic works are characterised by his distinct
technique of blurring and layering imagery through extensive layers
of diluted paint. His intent is to mimic the way memories are eroded,
adapted or even lost. Increasingly his works tend to focus on everyday
objects — the subject matter being less important than the creative
reinterpretation. Recently Guo has shifted his attention to watercolours,
painting blurred imagery in subtle hues.

The artist’s latest solo exhibit was held at Leo Xu Projects in Shanghai
this April. Works displayed included his geometric collages that reference
prisms, mirrors and architecture.

“Collage is directly related to modernism, but today the medium is
considered a bit imposing,” says Guo.“l maintain that forms are more

important than content and visual images are more reliable than values.
| believe in poetic value.”

To understand Guo's “poetic value”, one needs to observe his Dark

¢

Side collections. The series create a tranquil user experience, one
that engages and calms the viewer through a series of painted forms
depicting phases of the moon. “The relationship between paintings anc
reality is neither impassioned or drastic or disconnected from society,
politics and culture,” says Guo.

“Drawing is a way to express yourself. The desire to draw indicates that
you want to process the world in your own fashion. My oil and watercolour
paintings resemble oil stains and water marks that occur naturally. These
works make me feel like | am the Creator,” claims Guo.

Working in traditional media, Guo admits that he is puzzled by new media
and finds traditional drawing is subject to media discrimination. But, the

artist says, he isn't swayed to stray from his form. “When | start thinking
this way, | tell myself, ‘There is no need to make a fuss. Take it easy and

keep moving forward in your direction’,” says the artist.

Guo applies the same practical advice to his lifestyle: “I live an ordinan
life. | work, | create and | enjoy my friends. | admire the super energetic
but | admit | am not one of them.”

Until June 2, Leo Xu Projects, No. 3, Lane 49 West Fuxing Road
WWW, ject:

h com

i.net; www.l

IFYOU NOTICE WHAT OTHERS FAIL TO SEE, YOUR VIEW
OF THE WORLD 1S REMARKABLY DIFFERENT
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Spiral Jetty, 1970, collage on paper
SRHETLRAHAR. 1970, KEHG
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Carbon Quarry, 2004, collage on paper
AT, 2004, KEHHE

The Dark Side-Moon #5, Varnish aerylic on linen
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