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—~ ~= Art Metropolis: Shanghal's 10 Best
B 2.1 Contemporary Art Galleries
o SNANghors CoNLemMmporary orl SCene 15 BXpenancing an exciling tme of growtn,

expenmentation and sell-reaisation. From the hip, grafmi-covered dstrct of Moganshan
F00d to word-Ckass Museurns and small art Spaces tucked wdy on picturesque IoNes, we

discaver ten of Shanghars best contemparary art gallenes.

Ma? Gollery

Higden away frorm the bigger galienes IN Moganehan Road, this small photograpiy galeny s,
nevertheless, a central force In the local art scene When it wos established In 2008, M
wos one of the first photography gollenss In Chine ond the largest in Shanghal Dealing in

conternporany and fine art photography, MOT speckalises in work by Chinese photographers —

ang those workng In Ching, with g Speciol focus on CRING-eloTed KsUes ONe SUch artst Is pgrade to

MIChas Woll, whose 2013 exhibition SMALL GOD BIG CITY showcoses Nis unusual BRITISH
AIRWAYS

perspectives of Hong Kong and thi reictionshp Detween NUMans and the urcan sprawl
MS7 also has an ir Wl parsp SR ING ek photograpners fram
around the world ana presenting an overasw of the global photography scens. The hght-
filaa, MiRIMGist space cllows tha IFMAages to speak for themsaives
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Shanghal Architecture and
Design

ShanghaRT Gallery

The 5 " wias first established In 196,10 a comdor of the Portrnan Ritz-Carlton
naotel and was one of tha first contampoerary art gallenas in Snangnal Since then, it has
FRCAAT PIBFAIEAS Twica anly 16 and LN N the culfueal Bun of MS0 IR 2004 ShangharT e
dedicated te prarmoting Up and corning artists and 1s widely acknowledged as one of the
Bost ploces for Chinesa ort Thete are twa spoces ot 50 Moganshan Road the Main Space. a
nuge and floxible warehouse space, as woll s H-Space, which axhibis large-scale warks
SRONGRARTE INMUSNCe I8 far-reaching, with ShonghAaRT Tepal, 0 pUBIC Worshouse Spoce In
west Shanghal, and gollery spaces in Baying and Singapore. ShanghAaRT was the first

The Shanghat Musgum

Chinese gallery to be invited to Art Bosel In 2000, and was also featured as one of the 75
most Influential golienes in the Thames 5 Huason publication

It Golenes
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Chinese Contermpoerony Art

Bockbund ART Mugewrmn (HAM) [——
P i CHINA'S
Thie RockBUnd Art Musoun has redlly fiounshed 68 part of the Rockbund Urban MUSELIMS

Renalssanca praject, tha area of radevelopmnont at tha narth ond of the Bund Boukoevard
The: BRAUTTUL At deca BUllding, previously horne ta the Royal Asiatic Sacety and, later, the

T WS Sensitivaly renoviated by British architect Davd Chippeield and
recast as the Bunds only conternparary art museunn. Its most Irnpressive feature Is the
coentral atnum, which visually connects all fve stareys of the building and alows natural ight
1o flow through unintermuptaed The RAM olso gves creative scope Tor presenting artwork in
Inventive ways Since opening In 2010, RAM has hosted some of Chind's most succaessiul

Shonghat Muse

-
s b
Ching's MUSauns
artists, such o8 Zheng Fanzl and Cal Guo Clang The MUSauri's aspiration to become a s
SOkl force IS attestod by TS extonsivie aducational wark, espacially Its woll-recoived
HNight@RAM programime, and Its aim ©f sumulating diecussion of topical and social Issues

through contamporany art

200002 Ching, +86 (921

i Ard Museur

JI0 2985

ArtLabar 15 a gallery that sees nseif as firmiy lodged within the cultural context of
Shanghars financial powar and BLUIGBCNING artstic ientity In foct, ks Intemational
programmae, with around half of its artists cornng frarm outsice af Ching, 1S an attempt to
enginear and expand the Shanghol arts scone, and te lead China in a fresh diection. Art
Labor's focus 15 on developing new talent and Interesting onginal 1I0eas that transcend
geographical boundaries, Located in the guirky former French Concesston areg, the gollery
Itseil ks an Interesting discoveny: designed by Monbreol architect isroel Hoel, It features

riovable wialks ard ighling
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Power Station of Art

The Power Station of Art s netable in that it 15 the frst stalerun contermporary art
FAUSEUN In Shanghal Launched in 2012, 1t 5 housed In a diSused power statian on the
banks of the Huangpu Rver, the former location of the Paviion of the Futurg In the Workd
Expa 2010 It has Baen conspicuaush’ riimagnaed as a Shanghal landmark, with a huge nean
thermomeler alop its srmokestack But the Power Station 1s olso a lowerning beacen in the
cuftural langscope of Shanghat Home to the Shangha Biennial it hosts prestigious
Intarnational tounng axhibitions One of It Nrst shows, Flactne Felds 5
, featured 19 laned pleces from the Centre Pempidou In Pares, and exhibitions of
hedvywelghts such o5 Andy Wharhol aré reguiary programmed. TRough It is Not located
close to the other cultural areas of Shanghol It 15 well worth o visit for its free entry and
Sseven Noors of art

urrealisr and

Powear - .
Chirg, +88 ()21 3127 8535

MiZSHING R

Shrerngt

The Museurn of Contarmporary AL 1s @ ventable greenhouse of arl, g small germ of a gallery
situcted In the pcturesaue setting of the People's Park, the cuttural heart of the city:
Fousrded I 2005 by the Sarmusl Kung Faundation it 15 the frst non-prefil, Independsnt
gallery for contermnporary art in SNangnal INSpIrec by the NEwround creativity and spir of
ArISHC expression i Chana, MOCA saeks 10 open 4 cultural glglogue between ChiNgse and
International art ond aesign ExhIDRICNS ane dverse, renging from cutiing eage work from
established ana ermerging artists, 1o retrospectives frorm the leading KgNTs of the sesign
wiodid, SUCh a8 Sahatore Femagama, Chana and Par, and occhaimed artists such s
Kusama Yoyol The gallery also hosts its own biennale, MoCA Emasagqe, which looks ot the
curfent state and Ulen of Chir Tparary arl Den't rmiss the beoutiful vista from
MOCA'S roofop patio and bor

| 200003 Chineg +88 (0121 8327

s Park 23 Narying West Road Sha
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Shanghai Gallery of Art (SGA

The Shanghal Gallery of Art Is a chic private gallery located In the historic Three on the Bund
complex. Designed by acclaimed architect Michael Graves, It Is a bright, 1000-square-metre
space with an Industrial lcok. high celings and concrate walls - a structure to contrast and
complernent the high-end luxury of the surrounding Bund area. FIrst opened In 2004, SGA
focuses on reclaiming Aslan contemporary art and Chinese artists, showing farous artists
such as Zhang XIaogang and Gu Dexin. Known for Its quality programming and Interest in
expermentation and Interdisciplinary exhibitions, SGA also hosts prominent International
artists such as Anish Kapoor and Richard Wilson.

Shanghat Gallery of Art, 3rd Floor, Three on the Bund 3 Zhongshan Dongyl Road, Shanghal
00002, Ching, +86 (0)2163215757

ery of Art

QV Gallery

The OV (Orlental Vista) Gallery Is something of an enfant terrible of the Shanghal art scene,
having had two pleces censored, and a whole exhibition, the 2010 RE-VIsioning Histony’, shut
down by the local culture bureau for Its critiue of the officlal Chinese Comrnunist Party
view of history. Since It opened In 2008 under the direction of former Magazine editor
Rebecca Catching, OV Gallery has not shied away from pushing boundanes and tackiing
tough soclal and historical Issues, albelt now In a moere subtle way. The gallery
demonstrates a strong focus on emerging Chinese artists, showcasing them through
eclectic, but thematically strong group shows. This strategy aims to present art to a wider
audience In an accessible way, creating and supporting diglogue through workshops, tours
and talks

OV Gallery, Room 207, Buillding 44, 50 Moganshan Road, Shanghal 200020, Ching, +86 (0)21 6217
3881
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Leo Xu Projects

EStabishad In 201 this young INStIUtion punches abaove NS walght HouSed In a three-
storay bullding hidden down a lane In the French Concession, It 1S one the few Shanghot
gallenes whose actiaties reach beyond Its own walls. Founced by Les Xu, a curater,
photographer and writer, the gallery represents young Chiness and international artists, and
has an INterest In the expenences of the ChiNese JIBEPONa Trom around the word. Lea Xu
Projects has alse participated In Art Bosel Frieze New York, and blennales such as Venice,
Syanoy and Porformna in New York Acaionally, its offsite work 1S 0xtensie, with projects
SUCh a8 Shanghal SUrprise at the KiIAFT Malk @ group exhIBItion INSpired by the changing
cultural lKINdscape of the City. fedturng young ChiNese and expat authors Closaly afmiiated
with the city, and o rmobie ibrary archive.

Leo Xu Projects, Lane 48 Budding I Fuxing Xi Rood Xuhw district Shanghal 20003 Chirg
+86 (P21 361 1245
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Minsheng Art Museym

The MInshang Art Museum was estabshaed in 2008 ond 15 based In the Red Town Arts
Precinet. With o stiiangly futunstic extanor, This MmuSeurn was corverted rrorm an olg stes
factory and compnses one mMain exnibition hall and four smaller holis. It 1S also designed a5 a
COMMUNILY SPOCE. WIth 0 WorkShop area. cofé, BookShop, reéading rocn, courtyard and
offices. The museurn curates quolity, expenmaental art, ond champlons Shanghat-based
artists. But it shines In Its educational prograrmme, which features retrospactives such as
the 201 exhibition on video art, Moving irmage In China 19

R

SNANGhal Chinag +86 (1216282 8729

WVietn | The Most Influential Conternporary Art Spoces In Vietnam
Japan | Transforming Tokya: Ten influential Contermporany Art Gallenes

Indka | Gateway Lo India Five Museurns o Visit in Murmbal

Malaysia | KL CONTEMPORARY. The Kulala Lurmpur Art Spaces Lo Watch

Phillppines | Conternporary Manila Top Ten Art Golleries

Hong Kong | The Gateway Between East and West: Top Ten Hong Kong Gallenes
SINgapore | Art In the Lion City: The Ten Best Contempaorany Art Gallenes In SIngopore

INGI3 | THe 10 Best Contemporary Art Gallegnas In Murmbal

The Culture Tip showcases the best of art, culture and
travel for overy country In the world. Hove a look at our
Ching and Aslo seclions Lo find oul more or becorme
iInvohled
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