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Llu Chuang's latest work,
Segwoniod Lawisonpe (2004), con-
winty of six metal window grilles,
cach Dearing a distindt geometric
paticrs. bastalied above vinkton”
Ireads I the i hall of the Posver
Station of Art, the venee for the
soeh Shanghal Biennale, i b lit by
sporlights while an artificial breere
cawnes pleces of white gaure,
hanging like curtain bebind cach
grile, to shift geatly. The shadows
cast by the grilles appear as pat-
terns oato the fabek.
The overall effect is of & series of
whikh socma fitting
snce the wark is, 10 some extent,
2 srapabot of China in the le
¥980% and carly "0, when sach
window gusrds veddenly bogas
appearing on hosses and apart-
ments across the country. At that

in Bejing, wan coc of them. After
gradeacing from Hubwei Institute

F +85.21.34612450

Shenehen before moving agan 1o 1he Laobu labeur market in
the nearby city of Doagguan. In Shenzhen to ank whether he could
2005, with the artisr Li liogha, Lin  buy everything they had on
started & bunines is Dosggean them, from personal effocts right
called Phcabla Decoration Co. Lad.  desn 1o thelr underwear,
be's main product: marafactering  Amaxingly, & fow agreed. The
decorative paintings to order, The  highest price the artist pakd was
factory chosed after & year snd CNY2,000 (£200 GOP) the
s subwequently moved to Beling,  losoest, 3 pltrance: CNWASO (£550
bt his experience of the region Presemed plainly, arvefact
and itx uniqae physical and sockd  like en 2 board, the beloagings
tramsformnation contitmes to mark resermble oversived parts feom
s work. a glant medel kit or, more dturd-
As in the case of Scpwewiod gy, exhibits from a crinne scene:
Landsoupe, Liv often works with  coldly dchumaniaed portraits of
and within architectural bosnd - heir owners,
the systems that aperate barely emative, Love Soovy (2003)
noticed in the backgrounds of cur  comabits of 3,000 pulp- fiction
Ives. For Uwidoled (The I istory books that Liu boughs frem the
of Swent) 1+ (2007130 he switched  restal stores that seerosnd the
the parts of an factaries in Doagguan. He has
it 30 thit the clement ordimarily  presested them as & heaped pile (at
shtusted outside was placed M Gallery In Belfng in 2012),
indoors and he condensed vapour  neatly stacked oo a talle, some
ren-off was left to pool inide coples open (in the booth of his
the rocmn, booking like s increas:  Shanghai gallery, Leo Xu Progects,
Ingly glast sweat patch. Likewise,  at Pricae New York art fake in
for Ustisked (U'whowosww River) i 001D, o with ansotathons care-
(2008, Liu hooked up the main  fully copied sut onte s wall (for
water supply to T Space gallery In 2 sodo show a1 Salen 94, New
Ecijing to rem via pipes throegh Yok, in 2004). Populer ameong
the hollow-metal, factory workers, these love wories
folding chairs and tables that were  ~ imports from Taiwan and Heag
speead theoughout the space. Kong throughout the 19804 and
Liv st cmly opers 908 = share a formudaic cover
architectural vyweema, but alwo the  design: a loveloen girl, sometimes
hidden social relations inside Two, set against a bright back-
distribations and flows. For the pround. The flimyy paperbacks,
series Everythisgon You'  while no lnerary gems, contained
(2006-07), the artint tock that something Liu fosnd isteresting:
uneomanthe thing, the exonomic  missives — sometimes shor,
trassaction, and made it persosal.  semnctinses lengthy - written by
Lo approahed some newly the books’ readers, from keeters
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poetry to doodles and phone
numbers. These usually anony -
mous scribbles, actiag as 3 kind of

[ 3

pre- 1 nis

theead, seem destined 1o circe
late In perpetulty without ever . . . .
reaching theis intended wadicace. Liu approached some newly arvived migrants seeking

Liw doesn't shry asay from o
such awkward Ineervesshonn. For work in Shenzhen to ask whether he could buy
Untithed (The Dawcing Partwer) . .
(20101, be instructed twe drivers everything they had on them. Amazingly, a few agreed.
of matching white, noadewripe
Volkywagen saloon cars to drive
1 the mimitem speed limit
theoughout Belpng's chaotic read
network. Other road usery
iniialy bemused then increasingly
Irate ~ hoak, taligate and angriy
overtake the stoic pair who,
driving a1 the same urrwaveringly
steady pace as though thelr
cary arc iovivbly Baked, appar-
ently oblivioes 1o the trouble
they are causdng. In a country of
China's vantacas, pelitical heft
and economic energy, Uniitied
(The Dawcing Pertwer) bs 3 quietly
wry form of tramgression.
Contriting the show, ordered
pace of the two cars to the rela-
tive chaos of the other traffic, the
artist explaies the woek meta
pherically In terms of signal and
noie: the polse of the two cary®
quict dance only becoming clear
when set agalnes the background
of the busy trathic.

A piece made by Livon
Chinese New Year's Day bn 2003,
Ustithed (The Feativel), recently
shown st the 2oth Gwangju
Tienmale, waderscores this
thinking. Pilmed in an indus-
urial aren of Dosggean, the artist 2
appihes Nmoelf 1o a seemingly
unpeoductive minvion. He lights
& discarded rell of scwspaper bet,
before It barvs out, he uses It o
light another, and thes ssother. As
he walks calnly alorg the debeis
strewn street, the factorkes Sor ance
wtand silest i the background.

Paw! Teasdele ir avdaaw afizar of
fricee avd menaping edior of fricee
A e. He Dives in Berlin, Germeny.

Lin Chasag is an artist baved (v
Bejing, Chima. o 2004, be bt

@ soide show at Swiow 94, New York,
US4, end hix work war fncluded (v
the 104k Cwangiv Bionwalke, Sonrk
Korva, and the 1000 Shavghai
Biemwale, Chiva, mbich raoer wetlf
21 Mavch, He will be part of the
Lronp exiiiNcion, \OWee? Spstew | ar
Muesheng Art Mavewm, Shavphat,
wibick opews om 28 March,

FRIGZE o 149 mARCH JE1Y 47



