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LITU CHUANG 59 BY VENUS LAU

At his studio, artist Lin Chuang explains his Liu Chuang tion where the artist lived for six years. Liu’s fo-

hinese, b.1978) lives - ;
research into fangsheng, an auspicious pattern _"‘lf"‘\::""”; i:“:;l.;;::'”c cus does not only latch onto people as specimens
formed by two overlapping diamond shapes that s represented by Lea Xo that illustrate living conditions under a (post-)

= . rojects, Sha ai. . . . v
san be traced back to the Yuan dynasty. This Frolects, Shanghat Fordist culture; instead, he also concerns himself

pattern, now visible on China’s ubiquitous anti- with systems and their mechanisms, including the
theft window grates “like a rejection laced with noise that reveals the traces of the signal’s opera-

)

welcoming rhetoric,” inspired the artist’s new tion, be it thc archltecturo of Lmu'uafre. capltal or
proposals for the tenth editions of the Gwangju
and Shanghai biennales this fall. On the other side
of the studio, piles of pulp romang els sit o
or, heldain pl: olored stor
spond to Variou
d diaries, ers,

in Dongguan, y th(ldlmo' m.muhu tm ing Jlld Venus Lau side on a Chinese highway, compelling impatient
1 and the exchange of commodities I8 an art writer and fvers v to pass t shared road wit
p ' g a el Sastar et drivers to try to ])(.1.55 them. On a shared road with
and bodily fluids—where the artist spent a year the Ullens Center for people secluded in bubbles of portable private
unning a factory after gradunation. Circulated Qantasmparsry Ark ) :
I g a factory ¢ ara . a (UOGA), Befing. She space, Liu stresses an ethical pressure that the
among workers, these doodles give messages to is chairman of the legal system permits: the two cars are like white
strangers w o s bo S, Cre ine an curatorial office Society ise hetw > aska QTN

the‘stmnbel_ who open the bc ().I\\,‘ ¢ (.a.t ng ar i Biserimental noise between two tracks on a vinyl.
ethical asymmetry like the Derridian gift. Enti- Cultural Production, Liu Chuang’s works does not only hover over
tled Love Story (2006-ongoing), these monologues Hong Kosg. systems, but also continues into what extends
were recently presented along with abandoned from them spatially. This dialectic of interior
books at Salon 94 (Freemans) in New York and and exterior often takes the form of architectur-
Galerie Balice Hertling in Paris this year. Love Story, 2006-14 al components. Untitled (The Midnight Flights)

. s g = rdg . p : & Courtesy of the artist and ¢ ‘ PV ¢ ]

a1 P aets side n use ) 2013)—ex ol at ¢ / I (<€ N aq laree-
The cnculatl'on .oi ob](c.ts 0113,1(1(‘ 01‘ huma ise o s (2013)—exhibited at “ON/OFF (3“13). a large
appears again in Buying Fverything on You scale survey exhibition of young Chinese artists
(2()()5-01]g()ill(_’). The title says it all: the artist of- at Ullens Center for C()]]tcn]pora]-v Art. Beiiina__
fered to purchase all the earthly possessions of is inspired by the negative space of a swinging
people he encountered at open labor markets. Yet door. Split Landscape (2005), which flattens the
it ‘;]:O;lid be toolc?nt\'e;]llent lol \‘\'l'ltel off L;.l: ls work cage-like anti-theft window grates that appea
as field research into the working class of the spe- repeatedly in Liu's work, consolidates the pas-
cial economic zone established by Deng Xiaoping sage between private and public spaces into a
in Shenzhen: a ."5001)‘?11“03‘ lﬂ"“ SG“I?“ f»'h“““(‘led dysfunctional interface, a rejection articulated
by the accelerated visual and linguistic produc- through a gesture of embrace. &

“SYSTEMS AND
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