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On one side of the studio, piles of pulp romance novels sit on
a concrete floor, held in place by colored stones that corre-
spond to various texts on the wall: translated diaries, letters,
poems and random addresses found on their dog-eared
pages. Liu Chuang collected these paperbacks at rental
bookstores in Dongguan, a city straddling manufacturing and
prostitution—and the exchange of commodities and bodily
fluids—where the artist spent a year running a factory after
graduation. Circulated among workers, these doodles give
messages to the strangers who open the books, creating an
ethical asymmetry like the Derridian gift.
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