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Distanz Verlag, Notes on a Text about Evaporation, p109-112, Chris Sharp, June 2010
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Perhapsa text about cvs paration shooldn® cven be written
i the feat place, For the fact of wniang sech « toxs ot
without its Tuir share of putcx.un] woay. Laay Wi.i becauwre
itenuld happen thar this text departs fram the mind just as
quickly as it entered it, dishanding like sc much porous lin
goixtic mat ter inte the cther of memary. And in daing se,
r-ll"lflllly relleet "uau'qrrl water Yet the ik nflnrl. R L
noversey & grven, bossuse 1o wrder for wancduang w actuslly
evaporate, itmust pass from ane sians wanother lemuse
exist in a pa'pable borm in the firau place. "I'he way language
cenld be wadd raexiot, om the pags And just heesins 3t doex,
hecanns it haekoen St in stone’ daes='t mean that a stane

can'Ltusn ke das Ly BV BN AL e sl

|dann’ hicm, dux teat weld cvapuiale, Woald azlf crascz.
Dissolve bedore the mind's sweetest, cnremembering eye
(but then again, rame might argwe, myseli ameng them,
that the idenl of every text in e welfacrans if emly farmally)

[Piom pere: Dur reveds nemw wre e, Thaeoe oar soiorn,|

Une imagine: a text tnzt begins brom the asservion of an
apparcntly incentrovertible truth, which s then gradually
and methndieslly disprowved. Or s text Bke an epinhany. A
Dles tof chasiny that ilusina o the miad. Then focds wway
ko u‘nuuil.,. O e &l.u.m st u: I.iu;l.c..y nn.u.la |l.)=|.‘.(=.'.
(aornid Garca Marquee' Ume Handred Years of Solnude, the
Borgesian enc of which coincidas with the revelation of the
fnecteld destecctiom aof \l‘rnnﬂn, whese the boak tak-x plnnr_
v Boeyes” The Thrme of the Trasiir and The Ilesn, w siimy

w liowe [ocmatyle sevcation wicinediately s cblunated Leck
it the fwed slent texuvare of Listor ¥y Ut ©ven Lmuu, lus hiude
ko Book of Sumd whicl concems e book wwlich vosingle
page may ever be tourd ewice). Ur maybea film. For example
The Usws! Swpeces ("l'ne greawess unck the devil ever pulied
wax comvineing the wordd he did="t cxist.”) - n masterpices of

wel—cmsure, which undacs e with stunming immeduacy.

NOIES N TR AROUIT VA RATON

That scene at the very end where the bullying detective
plancessrourd him and rea’izes thar everyrhing be s juse
Iosard was mas verfully coojured up lrom visual 2icess lvandin
his cfice, and the movie we hive just seen ribboms out back-
wards, from cnd 0 beginning, sné rerroacdvely evinesces.

[Alr [ foretold you, were sl spariis sud dre maled inic ir,
tnm chin air |

W.G. Sebald on Rober: Walser: ‘“Things are always quickly
dissciving and being repliced by the next in Walser. Ilis
sceniees only lasc bur tbe blink ol 2 eyelnd. and even the huncn
Bigures in Lis work eojuy only tse Lecslest ol Lives, Huodieds
of them inhabiz the Bieis/ifigebiel alone dancers and singers,
raged ans and romeadiars, harmaidsand neveee ritars, prin-
caperle s el prrwmowes, Nl e oo Mosoown s loesd bzl
and millionaires, Aunt Roka and Moka and a2 whole host of
ocher walicn pars. As they make their cntrance they heve

S arvedous presence, butas suon ss one Loes 1w ook ac e
wore closely ey have slrsady vamished Ilalways ssems w
mras if, Ukeacrom in the caslics thms. they are surman ded
by 2 rrembling | ssammening 8 wWhich makes their comronrs
unreccgnizadle. They fit through Walser's fragmentary suo-
ries and embryoaic novals 25 peopls in dreams Sit through
out heuds somghy never s woppiag W regisen, depa any e
woment ey lavearnved, pever w be seen agaon'’

| dnd, Kike she bacderr fabriz of skic eirion, The clondcapp'd
towers, Lie gorgesws paloces,)

Ol owhor sbont Roses', whose nme was msonccnsdly “woin
waler Newa bve Capabilavy s 'The notonous passage 1o g ues
v “Severad riigs Joretaibed o my mind, asd atonce i
siruck me, what qualicy wenr 1o form 2 Man of Achicvemen:
rsperially in Bremarure and which Shekesprare nossessed s
sncemously - 1 mean Negadive Capability, thatis when man
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is cspahle of Feing in uneerrainties, Mysteries, donhrs with-
nurr any irrieshle reschingafrer facr and rezsen ™ Towrspme
this with Douglas Hoebler's ofc guoied, "The world s full
ol objecis, more or lees iteresung; | de now wish wadd
amymore.'

Objece e coraney, Thrown up mw the zir hsea ball
That never comes back dowe.

| The solemm remples, (ke preac glebe el )

Sutmew here Beresa Zen Rowan dac pedecdy, dobhguely
eapsulaies all ol dis, rendering oo muce wenaoes oo

italready is. But mayte the koan abcut evaporatan is too
shrewc to exist, 1o shrewd o be formalixed inte a kean.

b ancawhoene wos porzn ] Daslore ie comncl ime s 10 o e,

Su e kvan about evapuaaon neve: Leoumss a soun.
[ Yea, o whicd i inkeris, sacfl dirsodee)

T e e aceras’ ol e s oonel s oo i
photographic instant (of evaporation). Carlezon Watkias'
photographs of waterfalls toward the lazer parz of the 1p*
renmury. Or Muvhridge doing the szme, a5 érserihed by
Hollis Frammeon:* _long, exposures of which preduce  mapges
of 3 strange, ghoetly substance that is in fact che tesseract
of water: what is w0 be sean is noc water itself, but the
virrmal valume it acrunies during rhe whale rime-iniervel
of the expasure.”!

But ke works are many. Worth dwelling upon, or at lears,
around would be Gabrie! Oraxco's Breatk on Fieme (1993).
Everviking the wark excludes femn se'f: rhe perwon leaning
forward ard the lung full of breark invisibly issuing ferth
breim the mouh and clouding dhe surfao: of die prang just
belore Cie pioture s wheo, The mord “alMaces’ comes w
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aand, ‘muracuious conznumcation of supcrnatural koow-
lexipe,” 1o, from Latin gfflaluc *a hreath npon, blast] from
the present pastcrple stem of offlare, “w Llow apor?, from
ad-*ta’” 1 flare to blow." The click of ke camera shatter,
And the thin, vpague bancs of humapity co the Llack, shiny
surface seeming o withdraw into tself, like a dny. tleeting
geogtaphy, und evapuraling.

| And, lake this snsubsiantial pagrant faded, Leave not a

rack bekind 1

WO, Sckald L Promensar Soditeire, trane. Jo Catling. Puklished as prefac:
to Rebert Walses, T2e Tomarmr, New Dircctizen, New York, 2009, p. 12-86.
Jehn Resta, Sehoctod Lettors, Levizr te Coorge and Tem Keats, Oxfoed
Univenity Preaa, Oeford, 2o, 5 g1-42

¢ Hollis Framperm, Sadocard Maybridee Fropwments of @ Troveact pn o6

helEsd ampter ney melinks htm
All ob the teet 2 b=ackets taken lroe The Temaere, Williae Shaceevare.
Neuay, Soenz .
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