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The Real Thing at Flowers Gallery

ART OUT (/CULTURE/?CATEGORY=ART+OUT)

Image above: © Pixy Liao, some words are just between you and me, 2010 / Courtesy of Flowers Gallery

Flowers Gallery presents exhibition of the work of four female photographers, who experiment with gender roles, sexuality,
and constructed identity, often putting themselves and their relationships with others in the frame. Pixy Liao’s Experimental
Relationship navigates the dynamics of power within partnerships between men and women. As a woman brought up in
China, Liao describes the perception of an ideal male partner as being older and more mature, playing an authoritative role
of protector and mentor. Since meeting her current partner, Moro, who is five years younger, Liao has begun to experiment
with alternative possibilities, interweaving a fictional narrative in a series of constructed self-portraits. Photographed within

domestic or pastoral scenes, the couple are often locked in embrace with the male body unclothed. The artist uses her body

to grip, shield, or brace the male figure, accentuating the shifting balance of their relationship.

Image above: © Natasha Caruana, Bar Italia, 2008-09 / Courtesy of Flowers Gallery

‘Working in a documentary mode, Natasha Caruana’s series Married Man captures the exchanges between the artist and men
who she met through online sites devoted to matchmaking for married people. Posing as a potential partner, Caruana

secretly filmed their encounters, focusing on the peripheral details of the setting, as though presenting clues for the viewer

to decipher. Caruana questions their motivations of the men beyond the temptations of sexual desire, suggesting unfulfilled

expectations and underlying states of loneliness and alienation.
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