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Retellon is a special knd of wildnass. Not only is it an act of freadom, Dut it s also an act of
defiance. While Pixy Liso's work isn't driven by rebelfion, her work = defiant. imagine, if you wis
the traditicna, hetercsexual relationship. It might (ook a littie somathing e ths: An oldar man
walks down the streat while holding hands with his wife. She s feminne, passive, rasponsive,
probably younger than he = He is drect in his gatt, conficent. and maybe taller

In an effort to share an alternative, Pixy Liao's "Expenmenta, Ralationship” explores the
pesstilities anc understandngs in a relationship where things might work differently

During a critique in gracuate school her peers' frst remarks about her mages were more about
her boyfriena’s helpless pose than on the photograph itself. The resporse sparked Liao's
imagnation anc sha started working on the bass for the sanas

In an interview with Newfound. Pixy Liso explains more about her inspiration for the on-going
series, the nature of performance in her work. how the series has changed over time and where
sha plans on takang it next
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COURTNEY SIMCHAK: What nspired your “Experimental Relaticnship” series?
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PIXY LIAO: | mat my boyfriend while |'was study photography in Memphis Before doing this
project. | was merely photographing rmy boyfriend in my varous photo class assignments. | iina of
usa him as a prop in My photos. Sometima | would ask him to be a dead body or Da naked and fit
in 3 suitcase. When ny ¢lass saw My photos, first thing thay would say s not about my shotos.
but *how could you treat your boyfriend like that? | was surprised because © was all very natural
for us | askad him to pose for me anc ha dic it. They are just photegraphs. From then on, | start te
make self-portraits of us My best male friend asked me how | could choose a boyfriend the way
men choose girlfriends and | thought “why not?” | was really just pushed by pecple's resporse to
My photos. | wantad to show that this relaticnship is OK

SIMCHAK: In "Bxperimental Relatiorship” there is a puayful expicration into the cichotomies
batwean man and woemen's traditicnal gender reles, but & also serousty challenges mainstraam
assumptions made about heterosexual relationship aynamics Power is an important element in
these photographs \What do you think about the role of power in relationships and gender
expectations?

LIAO: | think age anc experience have much more to do with power than gender. My boyfriend is
§ yoars younger than me. When | first et him. | had already worked for @ couple of years and he
was still in his uncerngrad 5o it's quite natural for me to take up the power rele in cur relaticnshio
Growing up in China | was always told to find a man who | can rely on, who & o.der and more
mature, Even though | never bebaved in this, | wasn't sure If the othar way would work ether,
What if my man is younger and inenpernenced comparnad 10 me, If | ecoms the strongar cna.
would this relationship Last? These are the things | want to explore in this project.

SIMCHAK: Thare is a thaatrical sense to in your work overall. it's very apparant in this serias. but
I'm ai=o thinking about the werk in your *Stills from Unseen Filmes” series, where photographs are
styled after fim stils taken ¢n a film set What do you think draws you 10 thasa cinematic
arrangernents in your pholography?

LIAO: “Stills from Unseen Fioms' was an eerlier project prior o “Experimenta. Relationship” At that
timea, 1 was taking a lot of fim production ¢lasses. | have always beean intarastad in fim, but I'm
more inerested how a single mage can trgger pacple’s magination

My best male friend asked me how | could choose a boyfriend the way men
choose girfriencs anc | thought “wity not?” | was really just pushed by peope’s
fesponse to My photos. | wanted to show that this relaticnshig is OK

SIMCHAK: Your series "Expanimantal Relationship” exists somewhere betwean cocumantary and
perforrmance | believe these images are primarily staged photographs, but it is hard to deny the
genuine vidnerabiity expressed in thesa images Do you find it's easier to get close to honesty
and vulnerability through performance?

LIAO: In this praject, each photo is an experiment itself. | designed the experments and perforrm

itin front of the cameara with Moro. Tl decide what we drass, how we pose. where 1o look etc. bt
subtie things ke how the facal expresson is and how we actually interact with each other in the

photo atways happen spontancousy. This is the ‘documentary” part of my project

SIMCHAK: Usualy an experiment is a process used when someone wants to understand
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somathing misundersiocd, bafing. or unknown Do you think all relationships ane a kind of
experiment?

LIAO: Nobody can sy for sure f cne relatiorship will work o not. but there are sorme more
experimental than the others. Some pecple may never think ther relationship as expeanments,
because they are very sure &'s the right way even though some will fai. in the end, regardless.

| have always been interested n fitm, but I'm more interestec in how a single
mage can trigger pecgle’s imagination

SIMCHAK: Do you ind this project helps weave uncarstanding batween your Chinase cultural
background and Moro's Japanese badground?

LIAO: | guess to a certan degree, @ does help. For this project. I'm atways thinking about our
relaticnship, how we difer from each other. I'm cunous about Japanase culture bacause I'm
curious about him. | have learned many things through my own research and Sving with him.
Some of these things | learned appeared in my photos. Im not sure how rmuch he would learn
about Chinasa culture through this proect, excapt that he has met a weirnd Chinese woeman

SIMCHAK: A< a praject that has developed over & severa. years, has your relationship o this
seras changed or expanded? If 5o, how?

LIAQ: This pragact grows with our relationship. Qur relationship changes. In the begimning | was
definitely more cominant. He's more groan up now and participates more. | was a sole creator
and now | collaborate with him | also expand this projact to other progacts. One of the projects we
have collaborated onis called “Pimo Dictionary” We colected all of the daity words we use and
made itinto a dictionary. Another project is a new photo project | have been shooting in the Last 3
years caled "For Your Eyes Only” which are photographs of body parts. s [ess about the specific
relationship anc more about love messages anc performance in daly lfe

SIMCHAK: What have you bean curmantly working ¢n? Do you have any enciting projects you'd
liker us to koep an eye or for?

LIAO: I'm also making videos and sculptures these days. One of the videos I'm warking on is
about gander icantty called "W Gins” Aiso I've been making sculptunes using ready-made
material or 30 printed matera. Most of these sculptures are related to body. One of the fnshed

0 | Bomn and raised in Shanghal, artist Piry Liso currently resides in Brocklyn She
is a recipient of NYFA Fellowship, En Foco’s New Wirks Fallowshia and
LensCulture Exposure Awards Mer photographs have beon exfibled

intevnationally. and she holds a MFA in photograpby from University of
Memphis
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