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ART BASEL

dllong Kong Highlights
EECERENRNBERZ

Hong Kong enjoys a range of art events in March.
EBNEN=R,

ong Kong's largest art fair
enjoyed great success
once again this year, with
earlier dates in March and
a few new faces as well as
familiar old ones. New Asia director Adeline
0Ooi opened the fair with this to say: “I think
what sets Art Basel apart is its focus on
quality and making meaningful connections
between the different sectors of the art
community.” Her statement couldn’t be
more true, what with the range of satelite
events and community efforts that are ever
more popular during the Art Basel period.

The most established of the satellite events,
Chai Wan Mei Art and Design Festival,
supported by K11 Art Foundation, was a
highlight of the week, featuring a strong
multidisciplinary programme by artists living
and working in and around the district. An
exhibition curated by Inti Guerrero took over
several floors of an industrial building in Chai
Wan, exploring the idea of a post-industrial
city with neon signs and videos by Hong
Kong-based artists such as Samson Young
and Trevor Yeung. 10 Chancery Lane, Platform
China and AO Vertical Space presented new
exhibitions, and the “Chai Wan Nites Party”
on Saturday saw artwork by Tsang Kin-wah
and music performances by Head Clowns and
Awesome Tapes from Africa.

In the first collaboration between K11 Art
Foundation, London’s Pilar Corrias Gallery

and Shanghai’s Leo Xu Projects, a group
exhibition titled The Tell-Tale Heart also
opened that week. Inspired by the short
story by Edgar Allan Poe, the show dissects
the nature of storytelling and constructed
narratives with featured works by

aaajiao, Ken Okiishi and lan Cheng, and a
performance by Rirkrit Tiravanija.

Meanwhile, tram stops in Hong Kong

were temporarily installed with Felix
Gonzalez-Torres's Billboard project, large
images devoid of advertising or logos

that make viewers question the stillness
of a photograph and our everyday diet of
images. A collaboration between K11 Art
Foundation and Andrea Rosen Gallery, one
billboard image was shown exclusively

on an LED digital billboard at K11 Art

Mall, representing a significant change in
the artist’s iconic work from traditional
pictures to the technological present. The
arts hub PMQ showed an exhibition by
up-and-coming artist Xu Zhen, a specifically
commissioned artist at last year's New
York Armory Show, who took viewers

back to their twenties with colourful,
tactile installations of his squeezed

paint ‘canvasses’. It was presented by
Adrian Cheng, David Chau and Madeln
Company. Xu Zhen interviewed men and
women in their twenties to ask about their
most memorable experiences, which were
later conveyed through the use of colours
and shapes.
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